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System Requirements

* A desktop computer with an available PCI Express slot
* Windows® 2000 (Service Pack 4) or XP (Service Pack 2)
* 300MHz processor and at least 64MB of RAM

e A draft 802.11n or 802.11g access point (for Infrastructure mode),
or another draft 802.11n or 802.11g wireless adapter (for Ad-Hoc
networking mode.)

Package Contents

D-Link DWA-556 Manual, QIG, software,
Xtreme N™ Desktop Adapter and warranty on CD

If any of the above items are missing, please contact your reseller.
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Installation Considerations

The D-Link wireless adapter lets you access your network using a wireless
connection from virtually anywhere within the operating range of your wireless
network. Keep in mind, however, that the number, thickness and location of
walls, ceilings, or other objects that the wireless signals must pass through,
may limit the range. Typical ranges vary depending on the types of materials
and background RF (radio frequency) noise in your home or business. The
key to maximizing wireless range is to follow these basic guidelines:

1. Keep the number of walls and ceilings between the D-Link adapter
and other network devices to a minimum - each wall or ceiling can
reduce your adapter’s range from 3-90 feet (1-30 meters.) Position
your devices so that the number of walls or ceilings is minimized.

2. Be aware of the direct line between network devices. A wall that
is 1.5 feet thick (.5 meters), at a 45-degree angle appears to be
almost 3 feet (1 meter) thick. At a 2-degree angle it looks over 42
feet (14 meters) thick! Position devices so that the signal will travel
straight through a wall or ceiling (instead of at an angle) for better
reception.

3. Building Materials make a difference. A solid metal door or aluminum
studs may have a negative effect on range. Try to position access
points, wireless routers, and computers so that the signal passes
through drywall or open doorways. Materials and objects such
as glass, steel, metal, walls with insulation, water (fish tanks),
mirrors, file cabinets, brick, and concrete will degrade your wireless
signal.

4. Keep your product away (at least 3-6 feet or 1-2 meters) from
electrical devices or appliances that generate RF noise.

5. Ifyou are using 2.4GHz cordless phones or X-10 (wireless products
such as ceiling fans, lights, and home security systems), your
wireless connection may degrade dramatically or drop completely.
Make sure your 2.4GHz phone base is as far away from your wireless
devices as possible. The base transmits a signal even if the phone
in not in use.
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Hardware Installation

You will need to turn off your PC to install the card. Once your computer
is turned off, unplug the power cord from the computer. Open the
case and insert the D-Link adapter into an available PCI Express
slot. Once inserted, close the case and insert the power cable into
the computer. Turn on your computer.

Note: Before installing, write down the serial number and hardware
revision (e.g. A1) in case you need to contact technical support.

Found New Hardware Wizard

When your computer boots up you
may see the Found New Hardware
wizard screen.

Welcome to the Found New
Hardware Wizard

This wizard helps you install saftware for

D-LinkWireless Adapter

(=), 1 your hardware came with an installation CD
&2 or floppy disk. insert it now.

What do pou want the wizard to do?

(o]
O hnetd

Ciick Net ta continue.

Click Cancel & 4
ﬁ
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Software Installation

Note: Please install the DWA-556 Desktop Adapter into your computer
before installing the driver software from the D-Link CD. Refer to page
5. When the “Add New Hardware” wizard appears, click Cancel.

Insert the D-Link DWA-556 Driver CD in the CD-ROM drive. The
step-by-step instructions that follow are shown in Windows® XP.
The steps and screens are similar for the other Windows operating
systems.

If the CD Autorun function does not automatically start on your
computer, go to Start > Run. In the run box type “D:\DWA556.exe”
(where D: represents the drive letter of your CD-ROM drive).

When the autorun screen appears, click Install Drivers.

XTREME N™ PCle DESKTOP ADAPTER

@ Install Drivers
@ View QIG

@ View Manual
@ Network Magic
@ Adobe Reader
® Support

© Registration

DWA-556

5 D-Link DWA-556 Quick Install Guide



The InstallShield Wizard window
will appear.

Click Next &

Welcome to the InstallShield Wizard for D-Link
Xtreme N Desktop Adapter

The InstalShield Wizard wil nstal D-Link Xireme N Desktop
Adapter on your computer. To continue, click Nest

e =
\ S
Y
&
D-Link Xtreme N
DWA-556

a

Setup will install to the default
location: C:\Program Files\D-Link\
DWA-556, where C: represents
the drive letter of your hard drive.
Toinstall to a different location click
Browse and specify the location.

’ Hext> [ Cancel ]

Setup wilinstall D-Link Kreme N Desktop Adaperin the:
followsing folder

To install o this folder, click Next To installto  diferent folder,
dlick Browse and select ancther folder.

o =
) s
B ey
Y,
Ll
3
S Destnaiion Folder
ink Xtreme
DWA-S56 T AD-Link \DWA 566

Click Next &
ﬁ

Setup wil add program icons to the Program Folder isted below.
“Youmay type a new folder name. or ssiect one from the

D-Link Xtrerne N
DWA-556.

ames
IPVier Lite ]

Click Next &
a
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For Windows® XP: This Software

Installation alert screen will appear.

The software you are instaling has nat passed Windows Logo
testing to verify s compatibilty with Windows %P, [Tell me why
this testing is important.]

710y

Continuing your installation of this software may impair
of destabilize the corect operation of your system
either immediately or in the future. Microsoft strongly
recommends that you stop this installation now and
contact the software vendor for software that has
passed Windows Logo testing.

Click Continue AnywayJ‘,

} [ Comtinue Anpway | ["STOF instalition |

InstaliShield Wizard Complete

The InstaliShield wizard has successfuly installed D-Link
¥aere N Desktop Adspter. Click Finish to exit the Wizard

D-Link Xtrerne N
DWA.556

&~

Click Finish &
ﬁ

The D-Link Configuration Wizard will
now appear.

If you are using Windows® XP (SP2),
you will have the option to use
either the D-Link utility or the built-in
Windows® Wireless utility.

Would you like to use the Windows Zero Configuration Utity?
If not, D-Link provides a utity for you to use as wel.

\ & Fesl
&
&,

D-Link Xtreme N
DWA-556

o

[ ] [Ee ] D=

A

Click Next &
a
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Enter the network name (SSID)
manually. If you enter the SSID
incorrectly, you will automatically
be brought to the site survey page.

Click Scan to display the site survey : Wi .
page. S

Get Connected!

&, 1f you do not know the name of your wieless network,
you can scan fo i by cicking the Scan buffon.

D-Link Xwerne N L0 |

DWA-556

Ext J

Click Next & 4
g

Click on the network name (SSID)
and click Next. p—

I | Please choose your wireless netwark from the list below.

o

A M | [skssnaiwor____lsgral__lseouty __| [“

\4) iy o i
|

.
[se]
D-Link Xurerne N ] (2]
DWA-S56.
Ext Back | [T Hext ]

Click Next &
a

Click Yes, | want to restart my
computer now to finalize the
installation.

InstaliShield Wizard Complete

The InstalS hisid Wizard has suscessiull installed D-Link
‘Rheme: N Deskton Adapter Driver and Uity You must restart
your compute.

(@Fes,TWant fo estar y computer now;
O No | will estart my computer later.

Flemave any disks from thei diives, and then click Finish to
complete setup.

D-Link Xtreme N
DWWA-556.

Click Finish }[—\
a
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Connect to a Wireless Network

The D-Link DWA-556 uses the Wireless Connection Manager as
the management software. The manager provides the user an easy
interface to change any settings related to the wireless adapter. After
you have completed the installation of the DWA-556, the Wireless
Connection Manager is loaded on your desktop.

Double-click on the icon to start the Wireless Connection Manager.

Conneckion
Manager

If you are using Windows® XP, please skip to page 11.

This window will allow you to see available wireless networks in your
area. Simply click the network (SSID) you want to connect to and
click the Connect button.

CHE 11hbps Cannected

R e fautt 00:11 52
1 defautt3 00:00: 55 EB. B0 5 2%

Refresh Connect I
My Wireless Metworks
detault - defaut | Activate |

9 D-Link DWA-556 Quick Install Guide



If you are attempting to connect to a secure network, You must supply
the encryption key that is on the router or access point you are trying

to connect to.

Please refer to the manual on the CD for more information on Wireless

Security.

If the network you are connecting to is using WEP, enter the WEP
key for the network and click OK.

Profile Setting
Basic Setting

Profile Name
881D
Netwark Type

I detautt

I default

@ Infrastructure  © Adhoc

~Set Security Optio
< WEP

" WPA-PSK
™ WPAR-PSK
1 WPA

0 wpaz

" MNone

WEP Security

" Open & Shared
Key:

" Aute

[1 =] [

Key Length

|84 bits (40+24) - 10 Heradecimal  ~|

I Show Text in the password field
oK | cancel |

If the network you are connecting to is using WPA-PSK or WPA2-PSK,
enter the passphrase for the network and click OK.

Profile Setting
Basic Setting

Xl

Profile Name
881D
Netwark Type

I detautt

I default

+ Infrastructure " Adhoc

~Set Security Optio
\

7 WPAZ-PEK
7 WPA
7 wRA2

" MNone

WPAPassphrase Security
& TKIP  AES

Key:

[

I Show Text in the password field
ok | cancel |
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Windows® XP Configuration Utility

Windows® XP users may use the built-in wireless utility. The following
instructions are for Service Pack 2 users.

If you are using Windows® 2000, you must use the D-Link Wireless
Connection Manager. Please refer to page 9.

If you receive the Wireless
Networks Detected bubble, [| 7 Wrelessnetworks detected _ :
One or mare wireless networks are in range of this computer.

C||Ck on the center Of the bubble To see the list and connect, dick this message
to access the utility.

You may also right-click on the
wireless computer icon in your
system tray (lower-right corner
next to the time). Select View o vailable Wirclocs Networke
Available Wireless Networks.

Change Windows Frewall settings

Open Metwork Connections

The utility will display any [EEEEmmwEmm ®
available wireless networks in Choose s wlessnetnor

your area. Click on a network
and click the Connect button.

Network Tasks

@ Refreshetworkist Gick s e th st b toconnect 03 s stk range o togetmare

nnnnnn

(‘ﬁ') aetauie

Unsecured wreless netiork

() D-unk

I 8

Refer to the Wireless Security
section in the manual for
information on connecting to a
secure network.

If you want to use the D-Link Wireless Connection Manager instead
of the Windows® XP wireless utility, refer to page 23 in the user
manual.

11 D-Link DWA-556 Quick Install Guide




Technical Support

D-Link’s website contains the latest user documentation and
software updates for D-Link products.

U.S. and Canadian customers can contact D-Link Technical
Support through our website or by phone.

United States

Telephone
(877) 453-5465

World Wide Web
http://support.dlink.com

Canada

Telephone
(800) 361-5265

World Wide Web
http://support.dlink.com
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